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today’s HIGH: 82 Partly sunny. 

WEATHER LOW: 57 Winds 5-15 mph. 

tomorrows HIGH:80 a 20% chance of 

WEATH ER L0W: 58 rain - Partly sunny - 

Checkout the 
|>j interactive 

weather maps at 

www.eprisenow.com 

For more weather, see the 

Dothan Eagle, PAGE 2A 


Enterprise Recreation and Aquatics Center 


Research of conceptual designs to start soon 


BY BRENT ZELL 

bzell@eprisenow.com 

The Enterprise City Council 
on Tuesday agreed to let city 
Parks and Recreation Director 
Billy Powell contact firms about 
doing designs for a possible rec¬ 
reation and aquatics center. 

The current recreation center 
is several decades old, while the 
city’s public swimming pool was 
not open last summer because 
of repairs it needs. 


Last October, a group of about 
28 local officials and communi¬ 
ty leaders went to Auburn Uni¬ 
versity and Opelika to tour well¬ 
ness facilities. 

Powell said Tuesday that the 
trip was productive. A follow-up 
meeting of attendees was held 
about three weeks after the trip 
to discuss their likes and dislikes 
of each facility. 

Since then, however, the pro¬ 
cess for a new center has “pretty 
much been at a standstill,” Pow¬ 


ell said. 

The next step to keep things 
going, Powell suggested, is to 
talk to firms about doing and 
presenting a conceptual design 
plan, which would include as¬ 
pects such as an early needs 
analysis, feasibility study, esti¬ 
mated costs and revenue, loca¬ 
tion and schematic design. 

Powell said it is important to 
take steps, regardless of when or 
if a new center is built. 

“If we build this recreation 



center two years from now, 
you’re going to need to do 
this,” he said. “You do this 
and you’re going to build 
one 10 years from now — 
you still need to have your 
plan.” 

District 5 Councilman 
Turner Townsend asked 
Powell to get proposals 
from multiple firms, in¬ 
cluding what the firms would 
charge and what projects they 
have worked on. 
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PHOTOS BY BRENTZELL/THE LEDGER 

Rick Pate, a candidate for commissioner of agriculture and 
industries, speaks during the Coffee County Republican 
Committee meeting Monday at PoFolks restaurant. 


Chris McCool, a candidate for the Place 2 seat on the Alabama 
Court of Criminal Appeals, talks to the audience during the 
Coffee County Republican Committee meeting Monday at 
PoFolks restaurant. 


Richard Minor, a candidate for the Place 1 seat on the Alabama 
Court of Criminal Appeals, speaks during the Coffee County 
Republican Committee meeting Monday in Enterprise. 


Candidates for statewide posts speak locally 


BY BRENT ZELL 

bzell@eprisenow.com 

Three candidates for state¬ 
wide office addressed area vot¬ 
ers during the Coffee County 
Republican Committee meeting 
Monday at PoFolks restaurant in 
Enterprise. 

Alabama Court of Criminal Ap¬ 
peals candidates Richard Minor 
and Chris McCool and commis¬ 
sioner of agriculture and indus¬ 
tries candidate Rick Pate made 
their pitches to the voters in an¬ 
ticipation of the June 5 Republi¬ 


can primary election. Minor and 
McCool are running for differ¬ 
ent seats on the court and not 
against each other. 

Minor has been the district 
attorney of St. Clair County for 
about 14 years and almost 25 
years as a career prosecutor. He 
said he has handled cases rang¬ 
ing from speeding tickets to 
capital murder, and twice has 
worked for current U.S. Attorney 
General Jeff Sessions: once in the 
U.S. attorney’s office in Mobile 
and again in the state attorney 
general’s office in Montgomery. 


The five-member criminal-ap¬ 
peals court handles all criminal 
appeals of every district and cir¬ 
cuit court in Alabama. Once the 
criminal-appeals court renders 
a decision, about 95 percent of 
the time that case is over, Minor 
said. 

With two retirements and one 
judge being appointed to a fed¬ 
eral bench, the court is losing 
about 50 years of trial experi¬ 
ence, Minor said, making expe¬ 
rience a key for any incoming 
judge. 

Minor also wants to be a good 


example as a judge, and has 
heard while campaigning about 
the embarrassment people have 
addressed to him concerning re¬ 
cent scandals at the highest lev¬ 
els of state government. 

“My pledge to you is, I won’t 
embarrass you,” Minor said. 

Minor also pledged that he 
would interpret what the law is, 
not what it should be according 
to outside groups. 

McCool, the district attorney 
for Fayette County, has been 
a prosecutor for 23 years. He 
echoed much of what Minor 


said about experience being 
important for the court, espe¬ 
cially when it comes to reading 
through transcripts of cases and 
knowing what was going on in 
the courtroom. 

“The court of criminal appeals 
is not the place for on-the-job 
training,” he said. 

McCool said it also is impor¬ 
tant for a judge to have common 
sense and to be grounded, and 
cited his lifetime of farm work in 
his hometown of Gordo. 

See CANDIDATES, Page 5A 


Wildcats lose momentum 
in regional loss to Auburn 

BY SCOTT FIELDS 

Staff writer 

MONTGOMERY — Momentum was 
the name of the game. 

To start Wednesday’s Central Re¬ 
gional Tournament game, that mo¬ 
mentum squarely was on the side of 
Enterprise as Gwen Mitchell got off 
to a hot start. However, as the game 
progressed and Auburn shut down 
Mitchell’s scoring opportunities, the 
momentum and game decidedly went 
the way of the Lady Tigers as they 
earned a 51-37 win to advance to the 
regional finals. 

“The girls have been playing hard, 
and we’re being rewarded for it,” Au¬ 
burn head coach Terryland Dawson 
said. “We started out a little slow, but 
we started getting momentum, start¬ 
ed hitting shots. We’ve been here be¬ 
fore, so we wanted to win that first one 
to get that monkey off your back.” 

From the start, Enterprise was in¬ 
variably one dimensional as Mitchell 
took all but one shot in the first quar¬ 
ter and scored all but one point for En- emily enfinger/oanews 

terprise as it led 9-8 after one quarter. Enterprise’s Zharia Moore (10) passes the ball in the first half of the 

Wildcats’ game against Auburn during Wednesday’s Class 7A girls’ 
See WILDCATS, Page 5A regional semifinal at the Dunn-Oliver Acadome in Montgomery. 



Local man heads 
to Olympic games 


BY JEREMY WISE 

Staff writer 

When Winter Olympic of¬ 
ficials hand out some gold, 
silver and bronze medals this 
weekend, an Enterprise man 
will be there to witness it. 

Sean Roehler has been visit¬ 
ing friends in South Korea, the 
site of this year’s Winter Olym¬ 
pics, since Feb. 1. The trip to 
see the Olympics this weekend 
originated with an idea he and 
friends stationed at the U.S. 
Army installation Camp Hum¬ 
phreys in South Korea had last 
year. 

“They said I needed to come 
over here last year, and I said, 
‘Well, the Olympics are there 
next year. Why don’t I wait un¬ 
til then?”’ he said Wednesday 
morning in Korea, which was 
Tuesday evening locally with 
the 15-hour time difference. 

Roehler saved for the 
monthlong trip in the interim. 
Planning the logistics of flying 
to the country proved easy, 
noting a popular travel website 
made the process simple. 


The flights? Well, they were a 
different story. 

“My total flight time was 
about 18 or 19 hours. I went 
from New York to Seoul in 
about 14-and-a-half hours,” 
he said. “The cool thing, and 
I didn’t know this until we 
landed, was we flew over the 
top of the world. I flew over the 
North Pole.” 

Roehler said the flight crew 
kept the lights dimmed to aid 
passengers in sleeping, but 
he only managed an hour of 
sleep. Instead he watched a 
few in-flight movies and made 
some friends. 

“Luckily the guy that sat 
beside me spoke English,” he 
said. 

Since landing, Roehler has 
spent most of his time taking 
in the local cuisine and shop¬ 
ping. While he has enjoyed his 
time in the country, these very 
tasks have caused him stress, 
too. 

“It’s crippling to not be able 
to communicate,” Roehler said. 

See ROEHLER, Page 5A 




































